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> ACCESS ALL AREAS  

Most of us take going to the shops, having coffee with friends, 
attending concerts, participating in a staff meeting and 
watching a movie for granted. However, for Australians with a 
disability, such simple, everyday tasks can sometimes be 
extremely challenging. 
 
The Greens want to raise public awareness about the issue of 
access for people with a disability. We believe this is an 
important step in working together to become a more inclusive 
community.  
 
Our goal is to ensure that where ever possible, universal design 
is a key feature of public planning, and that public places do not 
exclude anyone from participating in our communities. 
 
Using the information collected from people through a new, 
innovative app, the Greens will raise the profile of this issue and 
bolster the campaign for more inclusive communities.  
 
Our plan is to:  

 Develop a free, easy to use, app for people to report 
significant barriers to access 

 Collect and collate information from people using the app. 
A summary of this information will be made publicly 
available on a website. 

 Report to government, using information from the app, 
about the major barriers people have identified. The report 
will be tabled in Parliament and made available to all 
stakeholders. 

 
But the app isn’t just about the barriers. We also want people to 
share positive experiences. Where businesses, events and 
facilities are inclusive and easily accessible for all people, we 
want to be able to share the good news. 

 

> BUILDING ON THE NDIS 

The welcome introduction of the National Disability Insurance 
Scheme (DisabilityCare) will improve the ability of some people 
to participate more fully in the community but a poor track 
record on accessibility will continue to act as a barrier to greater 
participation if nothing is done about this issue. 
 
The old parties know that these problems exist but have not 
demonstrated a sustained commitment to ensuring universal 
access to public transport, public places and community events. 

 

ACCESS ALL AREAS 
TOWARDS MORE INCLUSIVE COMMUNITIES 
The Greens’ initiative for improving access for people with disability 
 

People with disability often face significant barriers 
to their full participation in everyday life. The 
accessibility of many of our buildings, public events, 
services and information is poor. Let’s start doing 
more to make our communities more inclusive. 
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> THE POWER OF SOCIAL MEDIA – USING THE 
ACCESS ALL AREAS APP 
 
The Greens are the political party that care for people and are 
prepared to put access on the political agenda, but first we want 
to find out where people with disability are facing the greatest 
challenges accessing public premises, workplaces, transport, 
events, services and information.  
 
We have developed the Access All Areas app to enable people 
to quickly and easily report an access issue. This could be 
anything, from an accessible toilet which is being used as a 
storage space, public transport that doesn't live up to 
expectations, a parking bay which is used illegally by people 
who do not need it to cafes, workplaces and community 
buildings that haven't given any consideration to being 
inclusive, to public events that don't make use of an audio loop 
or captioning.  
 
Using the app people can record the barriers they, or friends 
and loved ones, face. Users will even be able to upload a photo 
where appropriate so we can all see examples of these 
problems.   
The app allows users to select from and report issues within the 
following categories: 

 Mobility Access 

 Hearing Access 

 Vision Access 

 Toilet and change room Access 

 Parking Access 

 Service Access 

Users will also be able to enter other issues, not already covered 
by the apps list of access issues, into the notes section and 
provide feedback about the app itself.  
 

> REPORTING TO GOVERNMENT  
The Greens will collate the information collected through the 
app and prepare a report which we will have tabled in 
Parliament. A copy will also be presented to the Minister for 
Disability Reform and Ministers responsible for disability issues 
in each state and territory. The information will be made 
available to advocates and can also be used to feed into other 
government processes including the work of the Australian 
Human Rights Commission and local government.  
 
We know there are lots of issues out there, and we are not 
expecting to develop a comprehensive list of them solely from 
the information we gain through use of the app. What we are 
expecting is that the information people provide when they use 
the app to report an issue will highlight some of the significant 
barriers and these can be prioritised for action. 

> IMPROVING DISABILITY ACCESS AND WORKING 
TOWARDS MORE INCLUSIVE COMMUNITIES   
 
We have all worked hard to see the NDIS (DisabilityCare) come 
to fruition. The scheme holds great promise for providing 
people with the individual supports and services they need. 
However, the introduction of DisabilityCare does not mean that 
the government can drop the ball in relation to universal access.  
 
As our population ages the importance of accessibility will only 
increase with increasing rates of disability.  The inability of 
people with disability to access the facilities that everyone else 
in the community takes for granted including cafes, sporting 
facilities, public buildings, swimming pools, libraries, and movie 
theatres, limits their independence and compromises their 
quality of life. We know that change will not happen overnight 
but it is vital that we start to prioritise a shift to more inclusive 
communities. 

The development of the 2010-2020 National Disability Strategy 
was an important step in the improvement of the lives of people 
with disability. Under the Strategy all Australian governments 
have committed to a unified, national approach to improving 
the lives of people with disability, their families and carers, 
across the whole community. Unfortunately some of the 
momentum behind the creation of the strategy seems to have 
been lost as political will and attention is directed toward the 
NDIS. Both the Strategy and the NDIS are important. The Greens 
will continue to work towards improvements in the lives of 
people with disability through progress across these areas.    

> ACCESSING THE APP ONLINE 
 
You can access the app through the webpage  
www.rachelsiewert.org.au/access 
 
If you have a QR 
reader, scan the QR 
code, which will take 
you straight to the 
website. 
 
The app is free to 
download and 
available for iphone, 
ipad and android 
devices. 

http://www.rachelsiewert.org.au/access

